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Working together to he happy; to flourish; to succeed through owr Christian Values of perseverance, respect and trust.

Music Development Plan Swmmary

Septemhber 2025

Detail | Information
Academic year that this summary 2025-2026
covers
Date this summary wus published September 2025
Date this summary will he reviewed September 2026
Name of the school music lead Scott Gruson-Taylor
Name of local music hub North Yorkshire Music Hub

The teaching of Music at Sleights is underpinned by the ongoing development and acquisition of
knowledge and skills. This development and acquisition occwrs as a result of owr own school's
need, to he highly effective musicians. Lessons take place weekly, for at least one hour.

The delivery of music at Sleights is hased on the Model (non-statutory) Music Cwriculum (March
2021), supported by Charanga.
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support children to learn more and remember more through a deliberate, incremental and,

progressive music curriculuwm.

e identify crucial leaming, which is placed in context and connected to other knowledge.

e gain a secwre understanding of musical styles and composers.

e huild on and develop music knowledge and skills in @ well sequenced and structured,
progression across their time at Sleights.

e support children's acquisition and progressive understanding of substantive and
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e support children in knowing and using confidently, a wide variety of musical terms.

e equip every child with the practical opportunity to leawrn how to play an instrument, as
part of o band, during their time in Key Stage Two.

e enable children to understand a range of musical skills, concepts and vocabulary, which

Muswt&mbplerwlwdatswght&mmugh

wdwdop&wwnuwwundmtandulgandswwwwm The equivalent of one hour per
Sessions.

e high quality lessons, delivered with support of the ‘Charanga’ music scheme.

e specialist teaching sessions, including recorders, choir and wider opportunity music hand,

e the use of a progressive long term plan, which is organised so that children can build an

e a half termly focus on an area of music development in Key Stage One, to equip children
Key Stage Two.

e atermly focus on an area of music in Key Stage Two, which is supported by whole class
hand lessons, or leaming and performing identified songs to sing.

e ongoing opportunities to acquire and apply declarative knowledge relating to music,
own piece.

In addition, a wide range of individual or small group lessons take place across the school week,
where children engage in enrichment sessions to learn an instrument or are trained to sing.

Learning in music is recorded in a variety of ways, but primarily the work completed is practical,

Our progression documents identify key milestones in relation to intended acquisition of
knowledge and skills for each identified specialism. These milestones are grouped into Key Stage
One, Lower Key Stage Two and Upper Key Stage Two. In Early Yeawrs, the progression is broken
down into four groups, heginning at birth and concluding at the statutory Early Learning Goul.

Within each specialist area, knowledge is organised on our own planning to provide a clear
progression, development and expectation. The specialist area is hroken down into core elements,
which have heen sequenced on plans to detail progression. Staff use the progression documents
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At Sleights, music begins in the Early Years, where children become familicr with songs and, build
Jor music, set out in the Early Learning Gouls, carefully identified curriculum intent for our Early,
Years' children recognises the incremental steps in knowledge and skill acquisition that is expected.
across: our Pre-School and Reception classes. These areas focus on heing imaginative and
expressive.

In line with Early Learning Gouls, by the end of Early Years, children will be able to:
e Sing a runge of well-known nwrsery rhymes and songs
e Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and - when appropriate - try to

move in time with music.

Children in Reception are supported to explore musicianship through the use of the BBC's Ten
Pieces and, the Charanga music scheme.

The focus and development of music skills in Early Years Foundation Stage ensures that, hefore
children. embark on their Key Stage One jowmey, they have already acquired a secure

[LE L Ui U ~ DLOLE

Buﬂdin@mdwummwwir@oﬁmwmmEWYm,dwwmmKegswg@Om
rhuymes.
e playing tuned and untuned instruments musically.
e listening, with concentrution and understanding, to a range of high-quality live and,
recorded music.
e experimenting with, creating, selecting and combining sounds using the inter-related,
dimensions of music.
Six units of music are completed in Key Stage One each year. The school's long term plan works,
on a Year A and B cycle. This enables children to build breadth and depth of crucial early music
building blocks, in order for them to continue learning successfully, in Key Stage Two.

Across Key Stage Two, children are taught to:

e play and perform in solo and ensemhble contexts, using their voices and playing musical
instruments with increasing accwracy, fluency, control and expression.

e improvise and compose music for a range of pwposes using the inter-related dimensions
af music.

e listen with attention to- detail and recall sounds with increasing awral memory.

e use and understand staff and other musical notations.

e appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn
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Building on children's acquired, knowledge of music and related skills, in Key Stage Two at
Sleights, children begin learning an instrument, as part of whole class tuition. These sessions are
children in Key Stage Two complete three taught Charanga units and learn identified songs (linked,
to wider cwrriculum and history eras heing studied).

As some of our classes in Key Stage Two are mixed age, our cwriculum design is reviewed,
annually, to ensure that children are provided with ongoing, progressive learning opportunities

uv music.

IW: Supporting pupils, including pupils with special educational needs
or disah

Ensuring access to the curriculum for all children, regardless of hackground, special educational
need and/or disahility is an essential aspect of teaching and leaming at Sleights. Owr approach
to the cwrriculum for children with special educational need(s) and/or disahbilities aims to ensure
that children with differences are ahle to leam ahout a suhject, remain focused, manage and
complete tasks with a sense of, achievement, whilst also heing challenged.

This will he supported and achieved through a range of ways, including:
e Additional repetition of learning to support embedding the knowledge (to help the children
e Repetition tasks take the form of retrieval tasks and activities, in addition to learning the
e A wider runge of pructical activities in the cwriculum to support children's individual
needs, including a range of recording methotds.
e Reading differentiated to support lower-level readers.
e A runge of pructical resouwrces and support tools to enable access to the curriculum.

For more on ouwr cwriculum offer for music, please visit owr curriculum wehbsite page, which can
he found here: Music at Sleights

Part B: Co-cwricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including
choirs, ensemhles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music heyond the core
cwrriculum.

Sleights has a very strong relationship with the North Yorkshire Music Service and, in particular,
the Whithy Music Centre. As a result, many pupils enjoy a range of individual and group.
instrument tuition sessions each week. These include:
e Individual or small group tuition for piano, singing, guitar, woodwind and hruss
(avuilable from Year 1) These sessions are fully funded for our Pupil Premium children.
e Small group recorder lessons (avuilahble at no cost from Key Stage Two)
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http://sleights.n-yorks.sch.uk/music-2/

e Whole class music lessons, through the wider opportunity bands, for all children in Key
Stage Two. The school does not charge any cost for the hire of instruments, or music

In addition to these music sessions, children also henefit from a range of additional opportunities.
For example, we are proud to have several school bands, including one which meets weekly, after
school. Pupils also enjoy weekly choir sessions in Upper Key Stage Two. The standard and,
outcomes for hoth of these groups are very high. There is no charge to pupils for either of these
additional opportunities.

Children at Sleights are also encowruged and do attend Saturday music centre sessions at the

Whithy Music Centre. Throughout the year, the school band also performs at the Whithy Music
Centre termly concerts.

The school also has links with various local agencies, including the Musician's Trust, in order to
support children in obtaining instruments on loan, or significantly reduced costs. The school has
a long term and well-estahlished, relationship with Bob Butterfield, Gillian Edwurds, Sue Rowland,
and Nigel Stanton, who all lead and support music opportunities in the area, including the Whithy,
Music Centre. Owr school and children continue to henefit from the wide runging, rich

Pupils are supported and able to rehearse music around the school during free time. The school
has a range of spaces to support this.

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing
in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

To provide pupils with an opportunity to showcase and, celebrute their musical achievements,

e Singing happens regularly in assembly. These songs are chosen to reflect truditional
hymns and songs, particularly to reflect owr Church school status, but also respond to
some of childrer's interests or choices. Each term, we hold at least one service in Church.
Children enjoy the opportunity to sing as part of these services, in a packed St John's
Church.

e Each term, the school bands and recorder players perform in Chwrch. During the year, it
to the next.

e Each term, every dass carries out a performance. This includes Pre-School children. This

canvurg,}romshurm,g,a,song/ poem, story,orartwork, b,uLbzgm&tumsuLthzcorg&dmw

7(7(* Ingham Close, Sleights, North Yorkshire, YO22 5DN

Ofsted Telephone: 01947 810395 E-Mail: admin@sleights.n-yorks.sch.uk
Graded GOOD Wehsite: wwwrsleights.n-yorks.sch.uk Headteacher: Scott Grason-Taylor NPQH




e Children from across school perform to memhbers of owr community, including elderly,
neighhowrs who, at Christmas, enjoy Carols from the children.

e The school holds a very popular and always very well attended annual celebration of
music event each summer. This is an opportunity for every child to perform. These
performances include pieces pructised and rehearsed as part of activities in school, but
also include childrenvs work from outside of school, including self-composition. This is
abways a very special showcase!

Families at Sleights really support owr musical showcases and attend regularly (and on mass) to
encouwrage children.

In addition to these in school performances, children also enjoy taking part in the Eskdale Festival
- a local, well established, competitive celebration of music and the arts. Children enjoy the
performances and receive positive praise and support for their efforts. All children in the school
hands take part in this competition. Music is inclusive at Sleights. The school pays the entrunce

Each year, the children at Sleights also enjoy a performance from North Yorkshire Council

We also enjoy music when the children arrive to school or in assembly. Varied, intentionally
selected pieces af music play as children arrive to school or assembly. These share a variety of
corwersation about music at Sleights is ongoing.

The children at Sleights enjoy taking part in the ‘Big Sing . This is an annual celebration of singing
which takes place for children in Key Stage Two, with a range of other local primary schools.
This is a free event to pupils.
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Inthe f
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

e The class structure of Key Stage Two this year has lead to us working in a different way,
with tuition, opting for smaller groups, rather than full class. This leads to- o more
Jotused teaching and learning experience.

e Explore further opportunities for celebrating music across ouwr school partnership - the
Yorkshire Coust Education Partnership.

e Continue to provide rehearsal spaces for pupils in free time.

e Sustain the well established music hands across Key Stage Two, including dialogue with
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